Bird Friendly Native Plant of the Month
DECEMBER 2015

NC NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY

REEDY CREEK NATURE PRESERVE

Field Sparrow

Panicum virgatum
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Panicum virgatum Switchgrass
Masses of Grasses

Growing Grasses
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Landscape Uses
Grasses offer some of the best
winter structure of the native plant
palate. According to Carol Otteson
i n T h e N a t i v e P l a n t P r i m e r,
“Outstanding as a winter ground
cover, Switchgrass is beautiful in a
border, where its floppiness works
to advantage; it weaves itself in
among other ornamentals.” The
natural movement of Switchgrass
in the wind is lovely to see.
Switchgrass flowers emerge as
maroon, turn to tan and are a
delicate haze over the plant. These
can be planted in multiple clumps
as a border or grouping, or it can
be interspersed among perennial
flowers blending texture and
serving as a natural back drop for
the colors in the border.
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