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Alnus serrulata Tag Alder
Stream’s Edge

Tag Alder is the native plant you
don’t know you love…but think
about it…those miniature “cones,”
the swaying 4” male catkins that
appear in February, the glossy
undulating green leaves, the babbling
brook or shiny pond that is usually
nearby…. when you see Tag Alder,
you just want to smile and say,
ahhhh, there it is.
Admiring the close-up beauty of the
reddish winter leaf buds, sitting on a
distinctive stalk, is a great treat of
Tag Alder. Interestingly, last year’s
“cones” remain on the twig for up to
a year for a unique and beautiful
display. The “cones” are really the
female catkin and native plant
enthusiasts have been known to use
them for jewelry and art projects.
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